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5 THE: SECOND EDITION, 
. WITE, CONSIDERABLE ALTERATIONS. 


| „wen we now. bn 
into it many of the adjacent Parts. The Diſuſe of the Tucker has - 

« tilt enlarge, infomuch that the Neck. of a fine Womany it pre= - | 
* ſent, rakes in Half the Body. I would intreat my gentle Readers 
% to ſew om de ee ee che OR IE 
Characters, and not to imitate the Nakednefs, but the Innocence, 

6 of their Mother, Eve.” ADD1S0N, oy 
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(Sueceſſors to Mr. CADELL) in the Strand. 
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ERRATA. 
Page 16, line 9, for expoſe, read expoſes 
, 5 line 2 after charafter, inſert of 
30, line 3, for Yet, read Ye 
95, line 3 & 14, e read Julie 
Ib. for Burke's Reflections of the Revolu- 


tion, read Burke's Reflections on the 


1 Revolution 


* . 


INTRODUCTION. / 


— 


WIEN a perſon comes the. firſt 
tiime into any company, it is neceſ- 
ſary that he ſhould bave ſome kind 
of introduction, by which it may be 
known who and what he is. If he 
has no friend to do him this good 
turn, the taſk, devolves upon himſelf; 


and it is truly a very awkward one. 
The fituation of one who makes his 
43 firſt 


© 


Iv” TNTRODUCTION. 


firſt eſſay in a literary way, even in 
the moſt humble walk, reſembles 
chat of the man who is obliged to be 
his owrl cbaprone : and in this pre- 
dicament is the Author of the follow- 


| : ing Addrefs. © 


If two or three people ſhould 
chance to meet together, who have 


ſeen this book in the ſhop- window, 


and, from its novel appearance, have 
deen induced to read it, it is a very 
natural queſtion, ©* Pray, do you 
«know who is the Author ?” He will 


himſelf partly inform you : — He is 


a a young man, between one and two- 


- and- | 


INTRODUCTION. * 


and-twenty, who has written very 
little, and has never publiſhed. His 
late ſtudy has been that of Mathema- 
tics ; from which he has been able 
to borrow but little time that he 
might dedicate” to the art and gfaces 
of compoſition. He is fully ſenſible 
chat he has fallen into very many 
faults ; 3 and a friend has obſerved, 
chat the ſtile is too colloquial even for 
this trifle ; but the Author wrote it 
as he would write à letter to his 
friend: he endeavoured to avoid 
that fpecies of gorgeous declamation, 
and that induſtrious uſe of fanciful 
epithets and expreſſions, which cha- 


racterize 


vi INTRODUCTION. 


racterize the writings; of the preſent 
day, from an opinion that ſuch a ſtile 
was not ſuited to his ſubject. 


In the works of very many emi- 
nent writers, the ſame faults which 
the Author of this Addrefs has cen- 
ſured, are laſhed ſeverely by the 
66 fatiric throng f. 1. Addiſon, Gold- 
ſmith, and manyotherswhombecould 
mention, appear each as an hoſt. 
They made no compromiſe with 
vice: they ſought not to deaden paſ- 
ion ; but by a ese yet chaten 
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INTRODUCTION. Vi 


ed ſtrain of ſentiment; to refine it. 
Theſe are great authorities. Why 
then,“ it will be faid, do you 

come forward? Becauſe, in truth, 


a tract like this will be read, though 


our beſt claſſics remain upon the ſhelf 


unopened. Novelty is the order of 


the day; ö and truth is ſtill frutb, tho 
it comes not from the mouth of an 
en a JR or a Burke. | 


+ 3 
; + aw 


The FROTE is confident this the 
3 his Addreſs will not be 
exceptionable to the virtuous and the 
wiſe; and fears only from the lan- 
guage in * he has expreſſed 

himſelf: 
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Kinn feeling, however, the 
greateſt reſpect for true criticiſm, and 
willing to liſten to every cenſure that 
à correct taſte, ſenſibility, and infor- 


mation can paſs upon him, although 


be _— * — be „ ö 


10 « Every good: wigs” fin De. 
| Blair, e will be pleaſed to have his 
« works examined by the principles 
« of found underſtanding and true 
«rafte;” and not only wy every 
good writer wiſh to paſs ſuch an ex- 
animation, but he (and ſuch an one 


is the Author of This Addreſs) who 
is conſcious of his omn inability, and 


| - 
> 4. 18 


INTRODVOPION. ix 


is ſolicitous = profit from a judg- 
ment which 1s more correct, and an 


experience which is more extenſive, 


than his own 
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SECOND EDITION. 


HE who preſumes to give ad- 
vice, ſhould ſurely liſten to it him- 
ſelf; and an averſion from the ac- 
knowledgment of errors, together 
with a diſregard of the opinions of 


others, is a proof of a very diſin- 


genuous pride, and is a moſt effec- 
tual obſtacle to improvement. This 
is very ſententious, gentle Reader, 


ho 


ADVERTISEMENT; Ai 


no doubt! but it is very true; and 
now, if you pleaſe, for the appli- 
cation of it. When the firſt edition 
of this Addreſs appeared, it was read 
by ſome of the Author's friends, who 
were well qualified to judge of it; Cer»! 
tain objections, which were made by 
thoſe friends, have induced the Au- 
thor to offer to the public this Se. 
cond Edition, in which many paſ- 
fages of the former are omitted; 
others are either qualified or enforced, 
or perhaps new modelled; and ſome 
few are ſuperadded. Had the Au- 
thor liſtened to every comment 
2 be has heard, there would 


have 


Xi © ADVERTISEMENT, 


have been no end to correction: he! 
has thought it ſufficient; to hear 
thoſe only -who-:have : ability to 
judge, too much ſenſe te flatter, 
and too much liberality univerſally 
i to condemn. To filence, therefore, 
| he conſigns he obſervations of ſuch 
4 ignorance, or the impertinence of 
loquacity'; and, in che words f 
Hamlet, he addreſſes them: * We 
that have free ſouls, it touches us 
ec not; let the gall'd jade wince, 
. W * 10111 


AN. 
ADBRESS 


TO THE 


LADIES. 


FF we examine the catalogue of any 
* bookſeller in London, we ſhall 


find many treatifes, which have been 


written for the benefit of the female 
ſex; many of them contain very 
B ſound 
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ſound maxims, and important truths; 


but, they are not favourable to mo- 
dern taſte and manners, and very 


few are read. It has the appearance 
| of preſumption to come forward in 
BY this age with any thing like reproof ; 
it is an unwelcome and a thankleſs 
office ; and it is far pleaſanter to 
ſhew virtue to the modeſt, than to 
diſcover vice to the diſſolute. The 
ſtreams of virtue are clear and 
chryſtalline; troubled and muddy 
are the waters of diffipation. To re- 
claim thoſe who are old in ſin and 
folly, far exceeds the Author's moſt 
ſanguine hopes; but. he would ſhel- 


KAULLE) 
to 4. 2 
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to the Ladies, 3 
ter the young and tender plants 
from the contagion which threatens 
them ; leſt delicate, and expoſed 
to every blight, their very roots 
ſhould wither, and © they ſhould 
periſh. Art prefent, they are touched 
| but/ ſlightly, and with care they 
may recover, and hve in vigour and 
in beauty. 5 W 

Among the errors which the 
friends of the fair ſex have pointed 
out, thoſe of dreſs have eſcaped the 
obſervation of few ;- yet this point 
has not been made ſo much a ſubſget 
of intereſt as I, with difſidence, think 
88 9532 | Sic 


4 4. Aube 


it might; and, with trembling ef- 

forts, ſhall now. endeavour to evince. 
That a very young man ſhould think 
af cenſuring the preſent mode of 
dreſs, v hich is ſo admirably adapted, 
and (with ſubmiſſion I ſay it) intended, 
for the gratification of his male con- 
temporaries, will ſubject him inſtantly 
to the ridicule of almoſt every ane. 
If, Ladies, you knew the Author, 
you would be acquainted with one 
whoſe amuſements are inſipid, unleſs 
you contribute to them ; than whom 
no one values or eſteems you more, 
and whoſe ſerious gccupations and 
1 are * mediately or, 


imme- 


8 ia. 


t6 the Lach. 8 
immediately connected with you. His 
ſituation in life has introduced him to 
very many of the younger part of 
your ſex, and, happily for him, to 
very few, if to any, of thoſe who 
merely follow the idle Pageant of the. 
day. He confeſſes with a vanity; 
ſurely not unbecoming, that -with 
ſome females he is in habits 6f 
confidence and friendſhip more gra- 
tifying to him than all the rinſe! 
of faſhion. He is a frequent wit- 
_nefs of the effect of modeſty oh the 
heart of man; has felt it himſelf; 
and has friends who have felt it alſb; 
he has been able once of twice in his 

B 3 life, 


tn Addreſs 


life; to. perſuade a few of his female 
acquaintance to be more guarded 


20> 


in their attire ; he knows ſome who 
are in every reſpect what they ſhould 
be, except in their ſtyle of dreſs ; — 
for theſe he writes, and he hopes-to 
be heard with patience and with can- 
dour. He muſt indeed be blunt, 
and mention things that may make 
the cheek bluſh ; it may glow 
with love, with ſelf - applauſe, with 
hope, with. guiltineſs : the ſame 
colour on. the cheek ſhews not al- 
ways the lame paſſion at the heart. 


—_ * 


— 
* 
ae 


| | | > 3 . 

it He tells you, Ladies, honeſtly, that 
| the faſhion of expoſing your boſoms, 
'j 4 : . 18 
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to the Ladies, 7 
is che one againſt which his remarks 
are chiefly to be directed: and his 
endeavours will be to ſhew that the 
compliance with it, is, without any 
exception, indecorous; that it is often 
dangerous, and frequently ridiculous, 
and that it is a point of intereſt to 


avoid it. 


1 hoſe mk who have ventured. 
ſeriouſly to condemn this expoſure, 
of perſon, are the more advanced in, 
lite; their advice comes with little. 
weight; ; « the matron's boſom,” ſays, 
the younger female at her toilet, has 
« loſt its beauty; it no longer in- 


8520 . 4 14 1 ſpires 


. 4 Air, 
« Ppires the (other Tex with defre, 


nor is it the object of envy to 
4 Hurs; the advice of the elderly- 
man is the © churliſh chiding * I of 


e one who no longer is fenfible to 


ec the charms of beauty.“ Such is 


her ſoliloquy, while ſhe views how 


bounteoufly Nature has befriended 


her, while ſhe calculates how many 


youths will burn at what ſhe ſhall 
diſcover, how many of her own ſex 
retite diſconſolate to theit pillows, at 
the conſcibuſnefs of their own defi- 
ciency. 


1 . As you like it. 
A word 


$ * 


10 th Lats. 9 

A word with you, my fair one, be- 

fore you leave your toilet. You are 
young, handſome, animated, accom- 
pliſhed, — perhaps infobmed; you wiſh 
to be a wife; you are attached poſ- 
ſibly at this moment (moſt probably 
fancy yourſelf ſo) to ſome one or 
other, with whom you think that yo 
could paſs happily all the remainder 
of your life; you are anxious to gain 
his affection; and, if you have gained 
it, you are no leſs ſolicitous to ſecure 
it; you will praiſe the good mother, 
the faithful wife; you will hope that 
you ſhall be able to fulfil your duties 
in both thoſe ſtations with honours 
Weg. and 


10 An Addreſs 


and with praiſe; yet you will expoſe 
yourſelf to the prying unpertinence 
of every empty-headed coxcomb ; 
to the double entendre, to the inde- 
licate, degrading inſinuation of every 
heartleſs libertine, becauſe you will 
be faſhionable. To a certain degree 
it muſt be admitted, that the faſhion 
of the day ſhould be complied with; 
there is more conceit frequently in 
oppoſing a prevailing cuſtom, than 
in ſubmitting to it; and, in truth, 
the preſent faſhion is the moſt ele- 
gant by far, within certain limits, 
that has for ſome time been adopt- 
ed by the fair ſex : but, it is a true 
Eau maxim, 


o the Laales. 5 71 
maxim, though a trite one, Paſs 
not the bounds of modeſty: with- 
out it, you pall, weary, and diſguſt 


us, 


. The neceſſities and habitudes of 
civilized life, have altered the origi- 
nal ſtate of the phyſical and moral 
kingdom: The tree is hewn down, 
and is converted into a variety of 
purpoſes, which are calculated to 
contribute to the conveniencies and 
pleaſures of mankind ; the ſame 
progreſs in civilization has ſettled 
certain definite rujes of conduct for 


the well-being of ſociety ; and ha; 
determined 


7 . 
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Yh EP 
determined not ofily the neceſſity of 
virtue, but alſo the lovelineſs of it. 
We pretend not to argue with thoſe 
who contend for the perfectibility 
of man, and, aſſuming this prin- 
ciple as a corner-ſtone of a new edi- 
fice of morality, ere& a ſtrange 
ſuperſtructute on it, formed on no 
order whatever of moral architec- 
ture; but we take man as he is, 
with all his virtues and with all bis 
vices, and we find that certain par- 
tieular points ot conduct are, by 
almoſt univerſal affent, determined 
to be the criteria of the rectitude 
or nn of every individual 3 


and 


to the Ladiat. 14 
and, with reſpect to the female ſex, 
the ſentence. of the world is paſſed 
on the vices of any ene, in propor- 
tian ta the deviation of that one 


We read in the Hiſtory of Rome, 
that when Julius Ceſar was ſum- 
moned to bear evidence againſt 
Clodius, who was accyſed of inyad- 
ing the ſacred and myſtic rights of 
the Bana Dea, from a deſire of in- 
triguing with Pompeia, the wife of 
Ceſar, the latter declared that he 

was wholly ignorant of the circum- 
Gance, but hag divpreed his wife, 


* It 


C 
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It is not enough,” ſaid he, * that 
Pompeia is really innocent; the wiſe 
of Cæſar ſhould not even be ſuſpec- 
ted“ ⸗ Such was the opinion of the 
greateſt man that has been celebra- 
ted in 8 page of I 


@ I*,54 


- Modeſty means more than à for- 
bearance from a vicious indulgence 
of an animal defire ; it comprehends 
a caution in exterior deportment, a 
diffidence of manners and converſa- 
tion, an elegant chaſtity of ſoul, a 
dignified mildneſs, which ſays to 
each prowling Debauchee, I am 
not pour prey :” and all this may 
5 eaſily, 


eaſily, very eaſily” be done (and 1 
know thoſe, indeed, who do it) 


without chilling the ardour of youth, 


narrowing its notions, or repreſſing 
its vivacity. A modeſt woman may 
dance well, ſing well; have her 
hours of intereſt, of confidence, of 
playfulneſs; yes, and of fondneſs 
too; but ſhe who Audiouſly expaſt 
ber boſom in public, companies, can- 
not {according to this my notion 
of the charafter) be a mod def 200- 
man. 


. 


4 , 
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There are very many, I believe 
who have ſo little paſſion, and ſo 
much 
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much vanity, that they comply with 
this faſhion merely becauſe it is the 
faſhion ; ſome Lady of rank and on 
has introduced it + it is, poſſibly, 
very beautiful in her; ſhe has a fine 


| 4 A 1 the blue b Yen 
40 ' Sheds a ſoft luſtre theo' the * 225 8 


Admiration is her God; 5 it me 
| dedicates herſelf, with as much fer- 
vor and perſeverance as the falſe wor- 
ſhippers of other times to the Gods 
of their idolatry. Examine well the 


+ Hayley. | 
_ character, 


for be Ladirt. 17 | 


character. 4 mere faſhionable '\ man, 
of a mere ſaſbionable woman ; the da- 
tural paſſions are in them but ſordid 
inſtincts, unchaſte, indelicate, un- 
refined; their powers of mind are 
enervated, or converted to mean 
and inſidious purpoſes. They are 
without an atom of heart, ſtrength 
of intellect, or conſequence of cha- 
racter ; and their principles would 
not make the ſide of a well · balanced 
cale preponderate the breadth of an 
hair, ſo as to be vifible with the aid 
of the niceſt glaks 


18 n Alureſ. 
O Obſerve that open breaſted Lady, 
with her towering feathers, as th 2 
dies down Bond ftreet; the his 
juſt had time — and it is now Half 
after Three — to dreſs herſelf, and 
cat à morſel of breaklaſt— out the 
is, and will be in this part” of the- 
goes home, ati" gets to dinner by 
Seven not that The ears any ching, 
becauſe that is vulgar — contrives to 
| Ten—talks loud, ſo us to interrupt 
the performance —ſtares through ' a 


glaſs — looks down on her neck, 


and quick returns her eyes full on 
the 


ws Edi 19 


N : 4 is 


the young ; man w w 0 is lounging 2 and 


gazing by ber manages to leave 


the Coffee · rom about Half after 
I welve off to the Faro- bank and 
in bed, perhaps, at Fout | — and 


this, Ladies, this (find me a name 
for it) was defigned to be a rational 


« The rout is'Folly's ein which ſhe draws 
Wich magic wand. 80 potent is the ſpell, 
That none decoy d into that fatal ring, 
40 Uoleſs by Heaven's peculiar grace, eſcape. 
© There we grow early gray, but never wilez- 
« There form contiexions, but acquire 1 no 

tien; n 
« Solicit pleaſure, hopeleſs of ſucceſs 


C2 « Waſte 


i. 
br. 


20 
87 


«« Waſte youth in qerupations only 1 
« For ſecond childhood ; 'and devote old 196 
To ſports which IT childhood could? 
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in every age, and "Umoſt. under 
every government, the happineſs | of 
domeſtic life has been thought, by 
all who have had any feeling. any, 
morality, any religion, to be ſacred; 
they have witneſſed it with a gene- 
rous envy; they have hailed it as“ 
the greateſt bleſſi ing which Provi- 
dence has, in this tranſitory fine, 


| bequeathed to man. Now. read 


your daily ogy litten to 


= 


1 2 the 


W. 


— the 1 Ladle eve + 5 
the daily tale be infidelity in it 


52 ar + 
—— eftic life 1 is tremendouſly noto- 


Hus . IIS 
rious; ; bedüction and adultery are no 


uncommon crimes : ; 2 he baren of 
a family receives into his houſe, 
preſſes by the hand, places by his 
virgin daughter, the adulterer ! « In 

1 bogn 


« is not, nor it cannot come to 


11 


* good +”. —He ; is a very pleaſing, 
chatty, daſhing man—the world, i L 
muſt be owned, accuſes him of 

few gaieties; but what have we to do 
with that? Wbo f is not gay — 


Many, I anſwer; in n this ſenſe of the 
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an 4n Addreſs 
word, at leaſt, many are nqt gay — 
there vet lixe thoſe who venerate the 
chaſtity c of the female character, and 
dhe happineſs of families, though 
they are not always able to reſiſt the 
varied influence of temptations, but 
: fall into vices, which, however the 
good. natured world may modify 
them i into follies, are Ril vices, and 
are more galling in the retroſpection, | 
than graceful | in the poſſeſſion, 
Many young women are, I believe, 
apt to imagine, chat the freedoms 
and indiſcretions in which men are 
able to ſeck indulgence, without 
any injury to their character, in 2 
worldly | 


is the Ladies. 


female ſex leſs happy than che other. 
This notion is a very falſe one ies 
never can e the happi⸗ 


neſs. of any individual. n db! | 
„ por not to W that Pleafure 


1 „ brings eie 2] 571 
— her; 3 eech Fus 
66 Forbids that Wo, FW gay n 


6 wiles, 


Should ever am: : Or, were the Fates möre 


* 


——_—_— O Net 
© Our narrow luxuries would len grow 
ale t.“ 2 1 1 , $4 
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1 remember to have been very 
much impreſſed by a "ny which": a 


+ Armſtrong. 
Cc 4 gentleman, 


| 23 
worldly point of view, make the 
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24 4 Adu 
gentleman, much my ſenior in life, 
as good a man too as ever lived, once 
made to me. I was mentioning to 
him a converſation 1 had had with a 
young man, who contended that all 
young: women liked thoſe men the 
beſt, who were the moſt gay. —1 
was inclined to doubt the fact, and 
** with him. Upon my relat- 
ing the circumſtance to this gentle- 
wan, he ſaid, To a certain extent, 
J. think, that your acquaintance is 
right; a young woman of ſtrong, 
yet delicate paſſions, who is much 
attached to a young man to whom. 
Ga. is to be married, will wiſh that 
he 


: 2 8 Y * * 
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he may have known enough of the 
worthleſs part of her ſex to under- 
value them, and to prize that 'pof- 
Teſſion which true love gives, By 
contraſting it with the baſe pleaſures 
of meretricious enjoyments. Such a 
ſentiment is not unbecoming to the 
pureſt . virgin. — A Roman Veſtal, 
wiſhing to leave her life of abſtin- 
ence, need not have bluſhed at it. 
It is very true that there is not à 
greater ornament to women than 
delicacy; but this is often confoun- 
ded with a prudery that is queru- 
lous and ſuſpicious”: our paſſions 
and our reaſon are given to us that 
* cdhey 


26 A4. Aulteſt 


other; — we are not to learn how we 
may eradicate a natural deſire, bot 
how we may lop off its too Juxuriant 
branches, and place it in its proper 
ſite, that it may be pleaſant and uſe- 
ful to us. We are net to burſt in 
Ignorance of the abuſes of any thing, 
becauſe chere exiſts a bare poſhbility 
that we may abuſe it; we ſhould 
- know that ſuch abuſes do exiſt, that 
we may avoid them. If any one, 
therefore, objects againſt me, that 
mention circumſtances which 2 
young modeſt woman may not know, 
day anſwer te That the Han know 
Ree 7 them : 


to the Ladies. 27 
them: many of the unfortunate of 
her own ſex have fallen, from their 
ignorance of the wiles and artifices 
of the world; theſe truly need very 
ſeldom be the ſuhjects of her cons 
verſation z but that ſhe may ward off 
the blow, ſhe ſhould fee the eye that 
menaces, and the hand that ſtrikes. 
Such is my ſentiment, and it is alſo 
my. apology for any thing I may 
have ſaid, or (hall hereafter ſay. 
The reader will recolle& that 1 
requeſted attenzion to the vices 
which at preſent ſtain the. married. 
ſtate ; they are great and portentous, 


and ſeem 
« To 


8 An Addreſs 
To gell the death. bell of the world's 
A* deceaſe $073. a rg ir 
It is a fad, a ſtrange depravity, that 
can induce an individual to invade 
the ſanctuary of domeſtic peace: 
The man, whoſe guilty imagination 
now riots in the charms of his 
friend's wife or ſiſter, has perhaps a 
mother and ſiſter living; the natural 
beat of the heart for his more im- 
mediate relatives is the only pulſe of 
virtue that he feels; he would pof- 
ſibly glow with wrath at their ſe- 
ducer, would challenge him to the 
* ; whilſt he himſelf is nne 
rake eee 


the 


fo the' Ladies, : | 29 | 
the ruin of the peace and innocence 


of another. | Oy 714 7 2 7 96 4 iy 
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6 Fi ae, ch ra ; "tis an 1 garden 
„That grows 2 wy things rank and 2 5 


1 in nature 1 {#12661 l ; &1 
* Ghana, it merely t. 1 
dil od 


1 a Parent. laboured in buſineſs 
that he may give his children an 
honeſt and an elegant education; 
has he conſulted their pleaſures; 
' has he. endeavoured to make them 
reſpectable and happy; and ſhall all 
this. toil and labour, this anxiety 
and affection, be rewarded by the 
libertiniſm of his ſon, and the im- 


. / 4 


+ Shakeſpeare's Hamlet. | 
modeſty 
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modeſty of his daughter! 4 Ye 
thoughtleſs votaries of diſſipation, 
great 1s your fin !—Yet little think 


a How ſharper than aſbypent's tooch it is, 
« To have a thankleſs child 1. 10 


4 1 
et f . 4 18 


Venerable, thou libertine, is the 
name of Parent; its authority is ſanc- 
tioned: by the high beheſt of Hea- 
ven; is tatifiedl by the ſentence of 
ſucceeding ages; u is the ſpting of 
virtue and religion; it is the cement 
of ſociety it is the ſheet- anchor of 
national proſperity: Kindneſs is in 
the frown of a parent, and indub« 
gence is in his chaſtiſement ! 1 


+ Shakeſpeare's Lear, | 
een : It 


„ * 


It were well, indeed, if a general 
ſenſe of diſpteafure and indignation” 
were expreſſed by all reſpectable 
members of ſociety, by parents, by 
guardians, and perſons of Yank and 
fortune, againſt theſe underminers 
of private and public peace. The 
immorality of private life becomes 
the portentous forerunner of the 
public downfal: the houſe ſtands 
by the juſt equipoiſe of its conneR- 
ing materials; if a ſew ptineipat 
bearrs be rotten, thoſe which reſt on 
them are unſafe, and the firſt high 
wind blows down the whole. We hear 
much, in the preſent day, of abuſe; - 


8g 


and 


and che neceſſiy of reform it were 
a-wholeſome leſſon to many of our 
modern refotmers to begin with 
themſelves... It were well if they 
were: more remarkable chan they are 
for their religious and moral con- 
duct. — Be ye, ye reformers, mild to 
your own tenants, generous ſupport- 
ers of the poor, juſt to your tradeſ- 
men, leſs frequent at the gaming 
tables, not ſo curious in Your miſ- 
treſſes and your horſes; let us hear 
of your good deeds within your 
ſpberes of action: and many of you 
have great fonunes, and gteat 
powers of doing good. Vour words, 


* 


it 
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it is true, are big and mighty; full 
ol benevolence and liberty; but of 
your good works and charities, we 
ſeldom hear. Theſe men are al- 
e ways more apt to throw reflections 
«© upon the badneſs of the times in 
«© which they live, and attribute the 
<<. uneaſinels theyſuffer, more to them 
ee than to reaſons'which might throw 
ce à reflection on their own manners 
* and conduct *. Opinion will 
not avail, if action does not follow 


it; it is not enough 'that we aſſert 


uch and ſuch _ to be incon- 


* ” 
11 » ti 


1 * Eſtimate of Manners. . Pring les, 
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Es fiflent. 
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„ — riddle 
ſiſtent with the received principles of 
moral obligation; — we. muſt do 
more, if we would. ſtop the progreſs 
of immorality ; we _ muſt diſcounte- 
nance the pupils of fin; keep ſuch 
from our tables, our confidence, our 
children. The principle of ſhame 


is very active and immediate; what 


neither Religion nor Morality can 
prevent, Shame will; and if the now 
unbluſhing front of the ſeducer met 
with the frowns and ſcoſſings of 
mankind, we ſhould have fewer 
parents to lament the proſtitution of 
a once-loved daughter, fewer huſ- 
bands deprived of every earthly com- 

fort, 
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fort, by che infidelity of a much- 
favoured wife. Sr | 


I wiſh to perſuade myſelf, that the 
manners of faſhionable life are not fo 
vicious as I haye deſcribed them ; 
indiſcriminate cenſure is for the moſt 
part illiberal ; and there are, doubt- 
leſs, ſeveral who happily blend toge- 
ther the gaieties of life with its more 
ſerious occupations; but it is a pity 
that thoſe (and many ſuch there are) 
who can, in their converſation, inte- 
reſt and inform us, will be content to 
cheapen themſelves by being contin- 
ually ſeen, and continually talked of, 
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in places, the contagion of which 
muſt blight the buddings of a gene- 
rous heart. I cannot indeed but 
think that a very great portion of 
blame belongs to education. Wo- 
men ſeem to be nurtured and foſ- 
tered to be miſtreſſes, not wives, We 
are ſeldom in the habits of hearing 
that ſuch a young woman is well 
informed 5 or that ſhe is intereſting 
in her manners and converſation; but 


woe are told that ſhe is a nice girl; 


and that ſhe dances. well; and, in 

truth, | 
is not to make me cenſure _ | 

To ſay the girl is fair; feeds well, loves 


* company, of 


« Tg 


to the Ladies. 37 
** Is free of ſpeech, fings, Paſt. and dances E 


„% well: 


« Where Virtue is, theſe are moſt firtuous.” $ 


® *. Wa 
* 19 


PF z 


A young woman ſhould do all theſe 
things, and labour too to do them 
well; but they ſhould not monopo- 
lize her whole time and attention; 
| ſhe ſhould be ſelfiſh enough to lay 
up pleaſures for her folitary hours, 
and refources for the times, when 
different ſituations may render her 
partaking of her preſent gaieties in- 
convenient or impoſſible; when the 
laſtre of the _— ſhall be faded er 
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and the ſtep, which is now airy as the 


Elphin Sprite, ſhall be faultering and 
decrepit. But many are content to 
waſte away four-and-twenty hours, 
without giving one. petty portion of 


them to ſerious thinking, or ſerious 


employments. Six or ſeven hours at 


muſic; three or four at dreſſing; half 


an hour's work at gobble or ſatin- 
ſtitch; writing letters; meal, bed 
and viſiting- time fill up the ſenſeleſs 
round. The little French that is 
learnt at ſchool is hardly kept up; 
no book is read that has any infor- 
mation in it, or any real beauty ; — 
our beſt hiſtorians, our poets, and our 
© claſſics, 


* 


to the Lanier. 39 


claſſics, are moth - eaten; even our 
moſt able noveliſts are laid aſide: 
Smollet, Fielding, Richardſon, Bur- 
ney, and Mackenzie, are ſcarcely 
known. — Nothing but traſh, fad 


o 


traſh is read; and all chis is the 
more inexcuſable, becauſe a very 
great deal of pleaſure may be had 
without neglecting altogether the 
more ſerious employments: and as 
far too as I have been able to obſerve, 
a continued routine of trifling pur- 
ſuits is very wearyſome. - No life is 
fo fatiguing as a life of iclleneſs; if 
there be an hour for which the idler 
has no engagement, it is ſtupid and 


D 4 vacant 


check the progreſs. of faſhion. A 


4 An Addreſs : 


vacant to a proverb. If I ſeem to be 


ſevere, be it remembered, That as 
laws are made not for the obedient, 


but the refractory, ſo cenſure is paſſed 
on thoſe who loiter life away: no 


condemnation is too ſevere for ſuch 
triflers as theſe. The ſatisfaction and 
proper ſelf + conſequence of thoſe 


young women who ſtudy to make 
themſelves amiable, and intereſting, 
and uſeful . in ſociety, : is a better 
praiſe-to them than any I can beſtow. 


Happy is the man who has one for 
his wife, and ſuch for his ſiſters. Lit- 


* . 
> 


tle muſt any one, 1 fear, hope to 


young 


\ 
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to the Ladies. 4 
young woman will read my few laſt 
tines, admit the juſtneſs of them, 
look grave for one minute, ring the 
bell, and aſk the ſervant if the coach 
is e Torthe as! W e N 


£10430 z eontnd nis i 

10 return . this 1 * 
50 into which I have been led by 
a very natural aſſociation of ideas, i 
would pleaſe me if I could perſuade 
any one that the compliance with fas 
ſhion, becauſe it is faſhion, is ridi- 


- - * - * * 
* : 
culu s. 1 ne l 
- ET 4 . a 
— 4 Ss 8 * „ "i $ 2 


"Dos Nature hay, not been equally 
bountifyl, or if equally, certainly not 


in 


in the ſame way, to every female 1n- 
dividual: and indeed when we con- 
ſider that ſome admire little women z 
others tall women; moſt)thoſe.with- 
out humps; a few, poſsibly, thoſe, with 
them; ſome again, brunes ; others 
brunettes ; a different ſer, thoſe who 
are embonpoint; a ſtill different ſet 
again, thoſe who are quite the re- 
verſe, — we ſhould be thankful for 
the opportunity, which is given to 
every one of conſulting his own 
particular taſte and inclinations. But 
when I am ſpeaking of theſe dif- 
ferences, I know not that they are 
more ſtrongly marked chan in 


that 
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that part of a beautiful wo⸗ 
*© man, where perhaps ſhe is the 
«© moſt beautiful, about the neck 
« and breaſt.” Nature to ſome 
has given the ſmoothneſs, the ſoft- 
<« nels, the eaſy and inſenſible ſwell; 
e the varied ſurface, which is not 
« for the ſmalleſt ſpace the fame; the 
e deceitful maze, o'er which the un- 
e ſteady eye ſlides giddily, without 

«© knowing where to fix, or whither 
« it is carried.” + = In others, we 
obſerve the ſudden, full projection: 


+ Burke's Sublime and Beautiful. 
+ Ibid. 
theſe 


theſe beauteous vehicles of infant fufs 
tenance are to a third fet placed, 
as ſome connoiffeurs think, too high 
as others again, too Tow ; to ſome 
Nature has given a ſoft, ſwan- like 
motion, an almoſt perfect elaſticity; 
to others a tremulous flaccidity ; 
while a new group preſent us with a 
ſight more reſembling a dried pan- 
cake, both in colour and flatneſs, than 
any other object with which our vi- 
ſion is converſant; and the chicken- 
breaſted bring up the rear. Ladies, 
I make no apology for my enumera- 
tion; "if you will open to me your 
cabinet of curioſities, I will Took ; . 


never 
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veyet force che lock: but allow me 
to inform you, that this expoſure by 
ſome of you is not only very ridicu- 
lous, but really (I beg your parden) 
unſeemly., If you wiſh to attract in 
the leaſt by your perſon, conceal, 
under an impenetrable veil, this {ad 
proof of dame Nature's ill temper to 
you ; —and depend upon it that if, 
by tightly tying the firings of your, 
petticoats, where you know they now 
always are, «pox; the breaſt, or juſt 
under it, you ſhould cauſe the leaſt 
viſible prominenqy, che ſcurrilous part 
of your acquaintance are very likely 
to make the ſame miſtake with Lady 
al Dundizzy, 


46 An Addreſs 

Dundizzy, in the School for Sean- 
dal, and actually declare that Miſs 
| So-anid-fo is expected ſhortly to have 
twins. I certainly, Ladies, ſhould 
confider myſelf bound to apologize 
to you for hinting, even diſtantly, at 
the poſſibility of any invidious inter- 
pretation on your appearance from 
the purveyors or receivers of Scan- 


dal, were there not ſomething in your 
outward demeanor and carriage which 
ſeems to juſtify the inſinuation; and 
I muſt (for I know ſome of you who 
are really very good ſort of Girls) re- 
mind you once more, that you really 
diſguſt us, by this worſe than nothing- 
xefs you exhibit, WW 


to the Ladies, 1 

Wichin a very little time another 
faſhion, a very extraordinary one 
truly, has made its appearance; the 
hinder part of the neck is ſhewn by 
tucking up the hair, as if a perſon 
were going to put on the night- cap, 
or to waſh behind. It ſeems to me 
that the Ladies are defirous of being 
all of a colour; and having for ſome- 
time expoſed the front-part of 'the 
neck to the very conſiderable altera- 
tion of their complexions, think it 
now neceflary to treat behind as well 
as before : — Believe me, ye Fair, ye 
had better conceal both ſides, and let 
the lily once again blow in that para- 


| 
| 


had been at a dance the night 


* 


diſe, your boſom; for ſuck a place 


Providence, I believe, meant it to be; 


and deſigned it, like the garden of 


old, to be ſacred, — Modeſty Was 
appointed the angel to guard this 
Eden, and you would fain thruſt her 
from her * FVV 
5 5 i of mine, yet 
an: odd fellow truly (wWhoſe real name 


I ſhall conceal under that of Sidney) 


called on me the other morning. He 


before; and after the uſual hay 
: ff d'ye do,” ifs glad to ſee you,“ and 
reaching himſelf a chair (for I never 
Sh incommode 
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incommode my friend by my civili- 
ties) I aſked him, whom he mer? 
with whom he danced? I danced 
with nobody, replied he; met with 
nobody I knew, thank God! The 
women were all naked My good 
friend, I anſwered, you are too ſe- 
vere; the ladies wiſhed” to have a 
free circulation of air from the crow 
of their head to the ſoles of their 
feet; beſides, any particularly tight 
ligatures muſt have a tendency to 
deſtroy the ſymmetry of the ſhape, 
check the growth, and be neceſſarily 
prejudicial to the conſtitution. 
Pſha! ſtuff and nonſenſe, interrupted 
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he: Is there either taſte or elegance 
in tucking up the hair to the very 
xonts, and ſhewing the back part of 
the neck, almaſt as low down as the 
ſooulder- lade? What think you, 
moreover, af the expoſure of the el- 
bow? Where there is one woman who 
has an elbow worth looking at, there 
are fifty women, in whom the ſight 


3s really diſguſting! Why will a 
female of character allow any fool of 


_ quality to make ſuch game of her? 
or why, to avoid the ridicule af the 


ſthougbtleſs and the diſſipated, wil 


he incur the contempt, or the more 
- humiliating pity of the virtuous and 


the 


to the Ladies. 31 
the wiſe? It angers me; it galls 
me to the ſoul Let all, Sidney, 
are not ſuch; thy favourite A — 
is free from all theſe faults; fhe is 
lovely as an angel, and, as a Veſtal, 
modelt ; is not averſe from admira- 
tion, nor faſtidiouſly unobſcrvant 
of faſhion 3. is pure yet cmpaboned ; | 
and delicate without prudery; art- 
leſs, animated, and elegant; has 
a mind richly gifted with exquiſite 
ſenſibility, and has talents of the faireſt 
promiſe. Had the been living when 
Fielding wrote Tom Jones, one 
would have ſworn that his heroine 
ys no fictitious character. Her 

E 2 “ cheeks 


ec cheeks are of the oval kind, and 
« in her right ſhe has a dimple 
«© which the leaſt ſmile diſcovers 3. 
Peace, for God's fake, ſays my 

eee 1 T ſhall be jealous of you. 


Rs True! 3 is more chan painting can 
if expreſs, | | 

« Or youthful poets fancy when they 
a love 1”. 


1 have not | * her, continued he 
 (fighing deeply, and preſſing my 
band with earneſtneſs) for an age. 


Fielding's Tom Jones. 
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She is a ſweet girl, but too much, I 
fear, in the gay world. 


« If mimic hues, by art or faſhion ſpread, | 
„The fimple colouring of her mind ſupply, 
„ Oh! with them may her wreaths of _ 
„ ni | 
« And with them, if it can, my pation 


« die.“ 


Having repeated theſe words with 
a moſt empaſſioned emphaſis, te 
broke from me, and walked with 
hurried ſtep three or four times up 
and down the room; ; then ejacula- 
ting FAREWELL, he left me. The 
ſudden change of the converſation, 
TE * 3 a nd 


E A Adin 
and the abruptneſs of his departure, 
threw me inte a kind of brown 
ſtudy ; from which I recolle& to 


have been relieved by the following 
ſage and new. reſlection: « What a 
« ridiculous animal is a man in 
«<< vel“? 


There are thoſe, I believe, who 
ſubmir to this faſhion, from a notion 


that i it is pleaſing to the younger part 
of the male-ſex. I would wiſh to 
undeceive thoſe who think ſa; - and 
when i it is admitted that the orna- 
mental part of dreſs ſhould be ſtu- 
died 
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died by the ladies, that they may 
render themſelves more agreeable to 
young men, it is very necefiary, 
alſo, that true ornament ſhould be 
clearly diſtinguiſned from that, 
which is falſe; and ſuch never can 
be a irie ornament, which exiſts by- 
the annihilation ef decency and de- 
corum. 


Thoſe who do not deſpiſe the 
praiſes and fociety of libertines, are 
ſo far out of the reach of any hint, 
or any advice, chat they ate nor 
only untouched by the arrow of 
cenfure, but are unworthy of the 


E 4 exertion 
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exertion of tlie archer to bend bis 
bow. Let it however be clearly 
underſtood what a being this is we 
call a Liberrine. Picture to your- 
ſelf an animal, having the form and 
utterance of man; conſider the du- 
ties and avocations which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily belong to man, and the 
connexions by which he ought to 
be bound in ſociety. You know 


that he ſhould be generous and 
friendly; ſhould have feeling, un- 
derſtanding, and principle; ſhould. 
be a reſpecter of ſituations, a lover 
of his country, à protector of 
women; active in the ſervice of his 
| neighbour of 
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charge of his religious and moral 
duties. Look on this picture; 
and on this .“ This is a portrait 


of one mean, falſe, inhuman, and 


ignorant; intemperate without cheer- 
fulneſs; engaged without buſineſs; 
voluptuous without enjoy ments; a 
ſeducer, an adulterer, a gameſter, 
an atheiſt, — and ſuicide fills. up 
too often the horrid catalogue. 

« Strange! that a creature rational, and caſt 
. In human mould, ſhould brutalize by 
„ choice 


His nature: 
1 Shakeſpeare's Hamlet. f Cowper. 


God 


God willed you, oh lovely Woman, 
for nobler purpoſes than to gratify 
any ſenſe of this unfeeling monſter, 
this hidevus, ſtrange, metamorphoſis 
of humanity. Doubt ir, ſhun it; 
it eomes before you with a ſmile, 
bur the world will ſmile and be a 
villan z—it is a fruit, - pleaſant to 
your eye, but it is rotten and bad 
at core; diſſect it, and you will 
find it fo. 8 


I be daily obſer vation of any wo- 
man of education, muſt eonvince 
her that the propriety or impropriety 
of an action may frequently depend 

not 


. if hall be aſked by what method 
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not ſo much upon that action itſelf, 
as it may upon the manner and time 
in which it is done. A look may be 
more criminal than a kiſs. A liberty 
granted by a female to one of my 
ſex, may, in the abſtract conſidera- 
tion of it, be without blame, but 
become highly improper from the 
circumſtances which attend it; and 


may a young woman detect the 
libertine? I anfwer, By the acute 
ſente the has of the ſentiment with 
which any man takes a freedom 
which ſhe may permit. And here 

perhaps it may not be impertinent to 


offer 


. 


— (919 
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offer a word or two to thoſe who 
contend that no | young modeſt 
woman ſhould admit of any liberty 
whatever. Were ſuch a principle 
of caution prevalent, we might 
fairly, I think, infer that we ſhould 


| have more hypocriſy and lefs real 
virtue. The natural paſſions become 


generous or ignoble, according to 
the liberal or contracted notions 
which. are in the days of youth made 
the correctives of them; and, 1 


think, i 1s evident to common 


ſenſe, that if in our early days, ſuſ- 


picion and diſtruſt hang watchful 


over us, very few: noble or expanded 


habits 
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habits of thinking, or of action, can 
be expected: — and I have heard 
many, who are well converſant with 
the world, allow, that the perſon 
who had never fallen inte à folly; 
had ſeldom exerciſed a virtue. Far 
am I from wiſhing to inculcate any 
lax or accommodating ſyſtem of 
morality but virtue and vice are 
often on each other's confines. Ex- 
tend generoſity, it is profuſeneſs; 
confine conomy, it is ayarice;; 
unbridle courage, it is raſhneſs; 
indulge ſenſibility, it is weakneſs ! n 
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Before a young woman ean be 
ſubjetted co the inſults of any liber- 
tine, ſhe has many opportunities of 
inveſtigating kis character; e 
hears him frequently converſe; and 
the Devil that is in him will ſome- 
| times ſhem his horns : ſhe can ob- 
| ſerve his ſentiments upon the valu- 
able and more amiable conditions 
of life; muſt know, in ſome degree; 
| the kind of fociety he keeps; and 
if a dawning fondneſs for him per- 
mits a freedom, ſhe can be a very 
nice and quick judge of che feeling 
with which he takes it. In this 
Me habit and education have 
done 
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done very much for women; they 
have enabled them to diſeriminate 
readily between delicacy and in- 
delicacy, - {o that even the very 
ſhadow of an improper liberty be- 
comes almoſt ſuhſtantial to chem; it 
requires no thought to ſee it hut 
ſudden and inſtant, like lightning, 
it flaſhes on their conviction. And 1 
firmly believe that i it has often ſaved 
a female from the horrors and 
miſeries imo Which her youth and 


her paſſions (for I myſt now ſpeak 
trumpet-tongued) and confidence i in 
ſome ruffian libertine, muſt irretriev- 
* have * her. — Thou 
lovely 


64 An Atarefs © 
lovely Virgin, thine old father's 


only ſtay and comfort, be mindful 
how his heart flutters round his 
child; viſit in imagination the haunts 
of ptoſtitution; think of the thou- 


ſands who are the devoted victims of 


appetite without affedtion; ; who ſub- 
mit without a ee if | 


E Wen lovely v woman —— ps to folly, 
And finds too late that men betray, 
What art can foothe her melancholy ? 6 

« What yearvan eatier Balan? | 


"Think of the families far removed 
from the «yet of thy obſervance , 


"(az . — 
A 


__ + Goldfm it's Vicar'of Wakefield. © N 
reo! who 
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who'are paſſing: flcepleſs nights, cal 
ing down vengearice on ſome Te- 
ducer think of yon poor expiring 
wretch; ſhe liſtened to the artful 
tale, and caught the ** ſigh"infe&ti- 
ous;” ſhe had a father too, whole 
happineſs was dependent only upon 
her ; who never lay down upon his 
pillow without imploring the bleff- 
ings of Heaven on her — but it 
pleaſed Providence (for Purpoſes 
inſcrutable to us, yet wiſe) to detiy 
him his requeſt in an evil hour ſhe 
fell, and left him; the fond facher 
would have reclaimed her, and 

2 brought 
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- brought, her again under his roof; 
but his ſearch was. fruitleſs, and the 
thoughs of her diſgrace and misfor- 
mnes ſoon brought his grey hairs 
witch ſorrom to the grave. Her ſe- 
ducer left her genury and infamy 


followed cloſe upon her —ſhe heard 


by accident, chat her father's laſt 


words were, God preſerve my child! 
She had. ever loved her father; 


overcame het; in which Rate ſue has 
continued till this inſtant. 
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& ceaſe, os Dh 


1 Die, thou Poor reg wrech, 3d de at 
Nun my 12 C5 3 


You are acquainted, reader, or 
if not, ſhould be, with the ſtory of 
 Mifs Atkins, in Mackenzie“ 8 Man 
of Feeling. I almoſt condemn my- 
ſelf for attempting to deſcribe the 
cruelties and baſeneſs of ſeduction, 
and the conſequent horrors to the 
female, when 1 reflect that the 
beautiful works of this author are , 


+ Rowe, 
ö to 
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to be met with. No one has touched 


this point ſo feelingly, and I fear I 
muſt add ſo juſtly. The complicated 
cool ſyltematic villany of Sir Thomas 

Sindall *, is, one would think, too 


bad for Divine Patience to endure; 


but chat innocence is the daily prey 
of luſt, is as true, as it ĩs melancholy. 
1 f reader, thou. art. the tutored of 
ſeduction, and haſt already 0 feaſted 
the groſſneſs of thy fancy with the 
* anticipation. of the undoing” A of 
innocence and beauty, let me, as 


* Mackenzie's Man of the World, a 
+ Ibid. 


thy 
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thy Albert ces ſu pplicate 'thee 
to pauſe a while, and to read the 
firſt volume of the Man of the 

«© World;“ it will coſt thee but two 
hours; it may ſave thy ſoul for ever. 
Read it, man; and if thou .can'ſt | 
then purſue thy horrid purpoſe of 
ſeduction, thy heart is auklewed, 
and thou | 


. Haſt into monſtrous habits put the graces 
That once were thine, and art become as 
black ES 
* Av if beſmear'd in * : 


4 Shakeſpeare S Hear vur. | 
TI Surely 
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Surely thou art deſigned to be the 
inſtrument of puniſhment upon man- 
kind; elſe the all- gracious Mercy 
could ſcarcely fuffer ſuch a wretch 
as thou art to infeſt this earth. 
I remember, when I was a boy, to 
have been wonderfully ſtruck by u 
poor girl I ſaw, about the age of 
ſeventeen (ſhe could not have been 
more) farting in a corner in the 
lobby at Drury-Lane Play-Houſe. 
She was exquiſitely beautiful chere 
was a wild languor in her look, 
that told one ſhe was far * 
happy. A perſon was * her, and 


* 9 © * 


hold 


hold of him: For God's fake; ſhe 
ſaid, do not leave me: I cant 
bear to be by myſelf a moment.” — 
What a heart muſt he have, I 
thought, who has brought, thee, to 
this paſs! — Think, ye virtuous, on 0 
ſome few. of theſe. things, Perhaps, 
young woran, che very man who 
is now fondly preſſing your hand, 
and gazing down your expoſed boſom, 
has but half an hour fince left. to 
infamy and diſgrace another, once 
as virtuous and lovely as ybu are! 
He would betray / you, aye, and 
leave you! You then can have no 
return. . — The ſerious part of the 
F 4 | world 


' , = | * 
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wörld wilt judge you as it judges 
others ; and it 1 11 too: 
ad 209201 kr 12h wy TRI. 2 
1 Sbe that has renoune 3 TAE 
„ Her fex's honour, is renounc'd herſclt $ 
. y an that prize it; not for prud'ry*s fake, 
But dignity's, reſentful of the wrong. 
„is hard perhaps on here and there a _ 
«© 'Defirous to return, and not receiv'd ! 
* But tis an wholeſome rigour in the main; ; 
« * Teaches th  unblemiſh'd to N with 
_ care ; 


00 That purity, whoſe loſs is oſs of all ” ag 


ZEV 


T his aft i of fatal reli 
ane in men of this deſcription, may 


: 
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indeed” 


indeed not happen: 3. yet there are 
| thoſe who daily fall, and thoſe who 
daily plan the fall of others. Ad- 
mitting however this to be an ex- 
treme caſe; a young woman eſcapes 
not without ſuffering from ſuch con- 
fidence and ſuch attachments. Her 
name is hackneyed ; her diſappoint- 
ments laughed at; her | confidence 
betrayed ; her conduct the common 
table: talk; her very character not 
unaſſailed. No one is inclined to 
pay his addreſſes to her; others are 

coming forward; . the becomes 
20 ſtale, a garment out of faſhion +,” 


. 
_dwindle 
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dwindles into Wenn d * 
. un a 


We ere the 8 put to many 
young women, What is the happi- 
neſs yon expect in, and what axe 
your notions: of, the married ſtate ? 
I fancy that the queſtions would not 
be often or eafily anſwered. anti 


| © Ttis to'be made afl of fighs and tears; 
It is to be made all of faith and . 8 
It is to be made all of fantaſie ;: 
All made of paſſion and all made of wiſhes; ; 
« All adoration, duty, and obſervance ; aA 
«All humbleneſs ; a On ora op 
u tieuce; 


© All purity, all trial; — T 


2 Shakeſpeare” 5 As you like it. 
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Such was Silvius“ anſwer when 
Pheebe ſays to him, '*:Good Shep- 
ce herd, tell this youth what tis to 
love.“ And ] verily believe that 
it is this ſtrange jumble which pro- 
duces that anxiety and thoſe wiſhes 
which we compretiend in the ſingle 
monoſyllable, Love; < which,” as 
Mr. Addiſon fays, * if you ſtrike 
* out of the ſoul, life would be/in- 
c Hpid, and our _ Br? half ani- 
'« mated. . | 


9] 1 I offend che delicacy of 
fome refined Ladies, who, in their 
yOu 1 of this ſubime affec - 

[x9 tion, 


tion, exclude fantaſie * paſnon, wiſhes, 
adoration, and impatience. All I 
can ſay is, that Platonic Love is non- 
ſenſe; that deſire does form, and 
ſhould form, a very principal in- 
gedient in this compoſition; Love; 
and I believe (pray forgive me, La- 
© dies I quite tremble at the aſſer- 
tion) that it is a ſtronger ingredient 
with your ſex than with mine. So 
.far for opinion J am not a married 
man, and therefore can only ſay that 
I believe this to be the caſe ; and 
without entering farther into the 
diſcuſſion of this point (as it re- 
e more nicety and caution of 
expreſſion | 
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expreſſion than I am miſter of, not 
to offend) I leave it, by ſaying that 
the purity of the attachment may 
poſſibly not be leſſened by the 
height of paſſion. Rouſſeau might 
have dared to explain this; 1 dare 
not; but remember the following 
paſſage of Doctor Robertſon upon 
this affection, in his Hiſtory of 
America. The operation of poli- 
c tical and moral cauſes” (ſays this 
degant hiſtorian). “ is ſtill more con- 
C ſpicuous in modifying the degree: 
« of attachment between the ſexes. 
«© In a ſtate of high civilization this 
5 nn _ by reflraint; refined 
7 I UW a5 296. by 
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ce. by dehcacy, and cheriſhed by- 
. faſhion, occupies and engroſſes the 
«© heart, It is no longer a fimple in- 
« ſtint of nature ; ſentiment heigh« 
stens the ardour of defire, and the 
c moſt tender emotions of which 
<<, our frame is ſuſceptible, ſoothe 
+. and agitate the ſoul.” The only 
comment I offer is this: which»: 
ever ſex is under the greater 
reſtraint, and has the moſt ſantiment, 
has alſo the meſt dere. I leave 
it then io the Ladies to draw the 
inference. Doctor Johnſon, in 
his beautiful work of Raſſelas, has 
ſo very happily deicribed the pro- 


greſs from liking to love, and from 
| | love 
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dove to matrimony, that I ſhall take 


the. liberty of 1 the _ 
age. . " f ee! 9 


A youth, or maiden, meeting 
together by chance, or brought: 
« together by artiſice, exchange 
<< glances, reciprocate civilities, go 
« home, and dream of one another 
Having little to divert attention, 
*< or diverſify thought, they find; 
« themſelves uncaly when they are 
apart, and therefore conclude that 
«© they ſhall be happy together. 
4 Ther marry, eee what 
40 bad | 
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had before concealed ; they wear 
« opt life 1 in altercations, * 
« nature with cruelty.” | 


To be ſerious however for a few 
moments; let us candidly examine 
in what reſpects the education of a 
woman qualifies her for the perform- 
ance” of the duties of matrimony : 
Does ſhe learn theſe duties at the 
boarding-ſchool No, ſurely : the 
principal part (I had almoſt faid the 
whole) of her time is occupied in 
learning to be accompliſhed: Is ſhe 
the beſt dancer, or muſical pro- 
ficient? 5 She is the miſtreſs's dar- 


a | | ling, 
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Ung, the clevereſt girl, the envy of 
her ſcliool-fellows : She is ſeldom 
employed in reading books of hif- 
torical information, or moral in- 
ſtruction; and even female virtue 
ſeems to be inculcated more from a 
fear of ſhame, than as a principle of 
morality. At ſixteen or ſeventeen 
ſhe leaves ſchool, and is introduced 
into the world; that is, ſhe goes to 
every rout, and to every dance, to 
which ſhe is invited; a diffipation 
of thought, a reliſh for trifles, and a 
habit of expence- are the inevitable 
.conſequences z ſhe cannot marry 
unleſs ſhe marries a man of fortune; 
G dhe 
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the is much, very much, attached 


to the “ dear fellow,” but he muſt 
keep her a carriage, and indulge 
her in all her former expences, or 
foe is prudent, and muſt endeayour 


to forget him; the conflict is vio- 


lent; but, poor ſoul, ſhe muſt en- 


dure it; her duty to her family re- 


quires it. — Is this, or is it not, a 


fair ſtatement? If it be, good hea- 
ven, what a ſchool is this world for 


wives and mothers! Is it to be 
expected that the marriage - cere- 


mony is a charm againſt the 


inveteracy of habits? We find, 
AL : clas! 


” 


10 the Ladies, _ - 
alas! that it is not: wonder. we 
then, that is LOH 
— — marriage vows 

Are falſe as dicers oaths? ft 
Let it be reported that a marriage 
is to take place ; is it enquired 
whether the dil] poſitions of the 2 
ties concerned are congenial, 
what are the proſpects of deep: 
No; but it is aſked, -Has ne a 
| good eftabli iſhment 9 15 the match an 
advantageous one ? Do they keep 
their carriage — But I have done; 
2 for *. am reading on dangerous 


* 


+ Shakeſpeare” s-Hamlet.... 
6.2 ground, 
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ground, and wilt. e'en change my 
tation. 


I am vain enough to imagine that 
few will deny the truth of the poſi- 
tions which I have laid down, with 

reſpect to the libertine : it will be 
allowed by every one, that he ſhould 
be avoided, and that any conduct 

which may embolden him ſhould 
be left off as improper and dangerous: 
but it will be urged, chat the preſent 

mode of dreſs does not expoſe a 

young woman to inſults from that 

quarter. If the notion of inſult be 
merely confined to perſonal attacks, 
0 2 this 
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this objection againſt me may perhaps 
be valid; yet young women and 
young men will romp together; it ever 
has been fo, and I believe it will con- 
tinue to be ſo to the end of the chap- 
ter; and in this romping, the body 
(as I have been told) goes through - 
a variety of involutions and evolu- 
tions, in ſome of which a hand has 
before now fallen by accident upon 
the haydkerchief; which being voted 
abſolcte, a hand may pothibly fall 
new upon the boſom — by accident. | 
And were a young lady, under 
fach circumſtances, to moralize 
about it, my concluſion would near- 
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y be, that it would be really dan- 
gerous for a young man, of any 
paſſions, to truſt himſelf alone witk 
her. This opinion will, perhaps, 
receive weight, from che following 
anecdote, which Ik now to be true: 
A chriſtening having taken place 
ina family, a young lady called upon 
the mother to congratulate her ; — 
Well“ (ſaid the viſiter) © had you 
* a merry chriſtening? I hape the 
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5.clergyman was an agreeable man, 

« for you were ſaluted, of courſe.” 

Good God, Madam (replied the 

Wk do you think that I would: al- 
5 0 
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© law any body to kiſs me but my 
< huſband 2? «+ Certainly,” was the 
anſwer, on ſuch occaſions, without 
_ «any impropriety.” The converſation 
Loon ended, and the viſiter departed. 
In about half a year, it was diſtover- 
ed that this modeft lady had been in · 
triguing with her footman for ſome 
time. — I hate a prude; there is no 
virtue in her: “ a courtiy word” 
(as Mr. Addiſon ſomewhere lays * 
for female-hypocrites, who have a 
„ ſhort way to being virtuous, by 
_** ſhewing that others are vicious. 


64. Put, 


| E | : An Hiddreſs: 

But, admitting that a young wo- 
man is not ſubject to any inſult with 
reſpect to her per ſon, the argument 
is ſtill concluſive; for, to a delicate 
mind, inſult is not confined to action 
and inf this point of view, the preſent 
expoſure of perſon ſubjects a female 
to groſs affronts, There are, Ladies, 
a ſet of men, who look on your 
{ex merely as objects of deſire; and, 
were you to know their eomments 
on your diſplay of beauties, if you 
were not ſhocked out of theſe fa- 
ſhions, you would be loſt indeed 


And here I underſtand thoſe who 
are generally called good fellows : 
they 
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they will lend their friend twenty 
pounds, get drunk with him, try a 
horſe for him, and be his ſecond” 
in a duel, Men, however, of this 
ſtamp are checked, both in thought 
and word, by the modeſt dreſs and 
chaſte demeanour. Their language q 


and tone of voice are changed; and 
if they have not heart to feel and 
love theſe excellencies, they are ſi- 
lent. There is in modeſty a charm 
that no one can reſiſt. It 4 gives 
« to the maid greater beauty than 
te even the bloom of youth; it be- 
« ſtows on the wife the dignity of the 

| © matron, 


ce matron, and reinſtates the widoww an 
© her „ 

It is 0 to be wiſhed that the 
ſex were well convinced of the pe- 
culiar delicacy of the female cha- 
rater ; and, that they would not 
merely. confine their chaſtity to the 
common definition of that word, 
but approach to the more exalted 
idea of it, and extend it to the mind. 
'T he proſtitution of the ſoul is ſurely. 
as degrading as that which the body 
. ſuffers,— 


' _ * 


* + Addiſon Guardian, 
Signs cages Willing 


4% % La a g 
Willing to believe that the deſire 
of appearing amiable in the eyes of 
men of ſenſe and character, is one of 
the firſt prineiples . of action in very 
many young women; I leave theſe 
honeſt fellows J have been ſpeaking 
of, for men who, though they admire 
your perſons, love you for your 
virtues; who do not ſee beauty in 
che regularity of. feature, but in the 
expreſſion of the countenance.; who 
look for character, not luſtre, in the 
eye; who wiſh to marry one, with 
whom they might paſs a -winter's 
evening, without a thought out of 
their own parlour.; who covet, 
| | 428 
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« In the calm of truth-»try'd love: 
Joys that the ſtormy raptures never yield.” þ*_ 
If, young women, you value your 
own intereſt; if you wiſh to bleſs 
any deſerving man with your charms 
(is Heaven deſigned you ſhould | 
wiſh) you will leave. off theſe fa- 
ſhions. Remember chat what is 
pleaſant to the eye, often pleaſeth not 
the mind.— There is not, I believe, 
in the whole viſible creation a fight. 
ſo captivating to the eye as the bo- 
ſom of a beautiful woman; but 
© the fineſt boſom in nature is not 
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44 paints *; 4 and is always thought 

e moſt beautiful as it is moſt ſpa- 
ee ringly: diſcovered.” 


You are romantic enough on 
many occaſions; be a little ſo on 
this. There are ſome kinds of poſ- 
ſeſſions which derive their peculiar 
-exquiſiteneſs from their monopoly: 
that breaſt of thine, fair woman, is 
deſigned to gratify the ſenſe only of 
thy huſband. to bluſh and heave 

for hitn alone, for his joys and for 
this ſorrows; to rear the infant-pledge 


Gregory. 
f Goldſmiths | Effays. 


of 
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of thy affection— Will you expoſe 
it to each paſſenger? Love you: the 
man you mean to marry, and will 
you rouſe the paſſions of every one 
beſide? You, pay him but a ſorry. 
compliment. | 1 
Lou have ſeen, perhaps, Mr. Cum- 
berland's play, the Natural Son, and 
remember that the honeſt Iriſhman, 
'O'Flaherty, lays a wager of, a kiſs 
with Lady Paragon, that ſne mar- 
ries Mr. Latimer. Bluſhenly is diſ- 
.covered to be.Latimer, and the mar- 
riage 1s to take place. O'Flaherty 
claims the forfeit of his wager, and, 
27 ſaluting 


m tbe Ladies. 95 

_ faluting her cheek, thus addreſſes her: 
% May the cheek Il have touched 
ebe ever unſtained by a tear! and 
% may the lips which I have not pre- 
< ſumed to approach, be the ſacred 
treaſure of your huſband l. Add 
this kind of notion to the reſt of your 
romance be an enthuſiaſt in it ; it 
vill add paſſion to your delicacy, and 
delicacy to your paſſion; it will 
nobly individualize and concentrate 
your feelings. Be not ambitious to 
haunt the pillows of half a dozen 
men; who have fluttered round you in 
the ball- room; but be ambitious to 
make the man you love, em you; 


teach 


of thy affection — Will you expoe 
it to each paſſenger? Love yeu the 
man you mean to marry, and will 
you rouſe the paſſions of every one 
beſide ? You. pay him but a ſorry. 

__ compliment.— ' | ne Py 


| You have ſeen, perhaps, Mr. Cum- 
berland's play, the Natural Son, and 
remember that the honeſt Iriſhman, 
O'Flaherty, lays a wager of. a kiſs 
with Lady Paragon, that ſhe: mar- 
ries Mr. Latimer. Bluſhenly is diſ- 
covered to be Latimer, and the mar- 
riage is to take place. O' Flaherty 
claims the forfeit of his wager, and, 
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iluting her cheek, thus addreſſes her: 
May che cheek L have touched 
ebe ever unſtained by a tear! and 
% may the li ps which I have not pre- 
ſumed to approach, be the ſacred 
< treaſure of your huſband l Add 

| this kind of notion to the reſt of your 
romance be an enthuſiaſt in ut ; it 
vill add pafſion to your delicacy, and 
delicacy to your paſſion; it will 
nobly individualize and concentrate 
your feelings. Be not ambitious to 
haunt the pillows of half a dozen 
men; who have fluttered round you in 
the ball- room; but be ambitious to 
make the man you love, em you; 


teach 
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teach him to reſpett the charms he 
covets. In one of St. Preux's let- 
ters to Julis-(I ſpeak of thoſe dan- 
gerouſly beautiful letters of Rouſ- 
ſeau) we read, that he was exceed- 


ingly delighted by obſerving her 


pin up her tucker, upon a young 


-man's looking down her - boſom. 
There was in her errors a chaſtity (if 
I may ſay fo) and even a dignity, that 
almoſt made her vice virtue; read 
not this book — Vice loſes half its 
<< evil, by loſing all its groſlaeſs +.” 
You may err as Julie erred; you 
may not act afterwards as ſhe acted. 
| + Burke's RefleRions of the Revolution. 
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— Have I urged the point enough? 
Will you be perſuaded, or will you 
not? Will you believe the aſſertion 
of one, who, on my ſoul, is no 
Stoic ? You /eſſen, you loſe yourſelves; 
indeed you do. All the young 
married or untnarried men, of any 
feeling, or any delicacy, whom 1 
have beard talk upon this ſubject, 
agree with me-entirely.— | 


Take chen your choice; 5 expoſe 
your beauties; deck out your per- 
fon ; — ir will do well—vaſtly well 
—you are the ſucceſiful, happy, ob- 
ject of a luſtful appetite : ; — Conceal 
1 + your 


your charms; gare not around for 


admiration; cultivate your ming, 


ut Angels are Os Ric, to look like thee'; ; 


, 


There's in thee all that we believe of 


Hen; \L 510 
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a 


In Eternal life, and everlaſting love * 


And new, Ladies, I mall trouble 


you no Jonger, neither ſhall I'con- 


"+ . 
k'SP 
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clude with apolegies for what I have 
ſaid. Thoſe who have never ſub- 
mitted to the ryranny | of faſhion, 
*. hen it has ſwerved from. modef 

nor waſted, away days and — 45 in 
the  trifling mghder which I have de- 


d- 13 


+ Otway's Venice Freforved, 
; | ſcribed, 
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ſcribed, will, I am ſure, not blame 
me. Every ſpecies of reſpect and 
admiration that can animate a young 
mind, glows in my breaſt for fe- 
males who have kept aloof from the 
deformities of the day; to them 1 


have given as much praiſe as my 


very circumſcribed. powers of lan- 
guage could expreſs, and wiſh as 


much happineſs as they deſerve: | 


J cannot wiſhithein more. Should 
I be: fortunate” enough” to induce 
"EVEN ONE to take out of her drawer 
her tucker, which will elſe be yeb- 
low by difuſe ; or perſuade an indi- 
vidual that the mere accompliſh- 
728 ments 


mung. 
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An dubai Ladies, 
286 of Abtes, GnproduBtive of 


| happineſs, and frequently the cauſe 
of ſorrow, I ſhall willingly bear the | 
ſcoffs and taunts: of thole; -whether 

of my ſex or of the other, who are 


forced to acknowledge how well the 


who has not : ſpirit to follow their 


line of life, nor inclination to learn 
from them to be curious only in 
vices, devoted only to pleaſures, diſ- 
contented only when diſappointed of 
any criminal indulgence. e poor 
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cap fits them ; yet will laugh at one 
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